
The Res i den tial Col lege in the Arts and Hu man i ties (RCAH) is an
in ter dis ci plin ary college of fer ing a Bach e lor of Arts degree in Arts
and Hu man i ties for stu dents in ter ested in and en thu si as tic about
the grow ing global con nec tions be tween lit er a ture, his tory, eth ics, 
cul ture, world lan guages, the vi sual and per form ing arts, and their
own civic en gage ment in these fields of work and study. Its fac ulty, 
staff, and vis it ing art ists are com mit ted to teach ing and to schol ar -
ship that en hances the col lab o ra tive learn ing pro cess that defines 
the life of the college. 

RCAH stu dents live and learn to gether in Snyder-Phillips Hall,
a his toric build ing on the MSU north cam pus. From this home
base, stu dents can ex plore the di verse re sources of one of the na -
tion’s most dis tin guished pub lic re search uni ver si ties. They also
learn to com mu ni cate and nav i gate within the evolv ing cul tures of
our con tem po rary world through study abroad and study away
pro grams.

The mis sion of the col lege is to weave to gether the pas sion,
imag i na tion, hu mor, and can dor of the arts and hu man i ties to pro -
mote in di vid ual well-be ing and the com mon good. Stu dents, fac -
ulty, and com mu nity part ners in the arts and hu man i ties have the
power to fo cus crit i cal at ten tion on the pub lic is sues we face and
the op por tu ni ties we have to re solve them. The arts and hu man i -
ties not only give us the plea sure of liv ing in the mo ment, but also
the wis dom to make sound judgments and good choices. The
mis sion, then, is to see things as they are, to hear things as oth ers
may, to tell these sto ries as they should be told, and to con trib ute
to the mak ing of a better world.

See ing to day’s rap idly chang ing world clearly, hear ing its many
voices, and then in ter pret ing these sights and sounds per sua -
sively takes time, care, and em pa thy. By liv ing, study ing, and
learn ing to gether, stu dents in the col lege ac quire the com mu ni ca -
tion skills, the vi sual lit er acy, and the com po sure and poise to per -
form well and work col labor atively. They learn how to bring the
arts and hu man i ties into the con ver sa tion that we have only just
begun to have as cit i zens.

RCAH stu dents grad u ate with the vi tal writ ing, com mu ni ca tion,
prob lem solv ing, crit i cal think ing, and re search abil i ties that are

de sir able and trans fer able across dif fer ent work place set tings.
Through up per-level course work, stu dents deepen their knowl -
edge of par tic u lar fields in the hu man i ties so that they can ef fec -
tively com pete in the mar ket place in their cho sen area of study.
The col lege is an ex cel lent choice for stu dents in ter ested in global 
com mu nity ser vice, the cre ative arts, cul ture, lan guages, his tory,
and lit er a ture. Grad u ates have pur sued grad u ate study at some
of the na tion’s most pres ti gious uni ver si ties and ca reers in the
non profit sector, education, social work, business, and
government.

RCAH stu dents may choose to dual ma jor in a tra di tional hu -
man i ties or so cial sci ence dis ci pline or pur sue a spe cial iza tion in
one of the many pro grams avail able at the uni ver sity, such as Mu -
seum Stud ies; Film Stud ies; Dance; Peace and Jus tice Stud ies;
Mus lim Stud ies; Jew ish Stud ies; Women, Gen der, and So cial
Jus tice; and Sus tain able Ag ri cul ture and Food Sys tems. A high
per cent age of RCAH stu dents are mem bers of the Hon ors Col -
lege, and in di vid ual and small group Honors options are offered
frequently.

The col lege pro vides abun dant op por tu ni ties for learn ing and
hands-on train ing out side the class room, in set tings that in clude
the RCAH Po etry Cen ter, the Look Out! Art Gal lery, the RCAH
Thea tre, and the Lan guage and Me dia Cen ter. Stu dent-ini ti ated
groups in clude a thea tre com pany, mu sic en sem bles, and a pho -
tog ra phy club, among many oth ers. Stu dents can of ten be found
cre at ing art at im promptu stu dio events, mu sic at in for mal jam
ses sions, and po etry at the col lege’s pop u lar slam pro grams. The
RCAH stu dent gov ern ment takes an ac tive part in dis cus sions
that shape the college’s living and learning en vi ron ments.

World lan guage pro fi ciency is a pri mary goal for stu dents in the
pro gram. Stu dents grad u at ing from the RCAH are re quired to
achieve at least func tional com pe tence in one mod ern lan guage
other than Eng lish, which they dem on strate through an oral test.
En ter ing RCAH stu dents with ad vanced placement cred its must
still pass the RCAH pro fi ciency re quire ment. Cer tif i ca tion in
Amer i can Sign Lan guage may sub sti tute for meet ing the pro fi -
ciency re quire ment. All stu dents take a course in lan guage and
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cul ture (RCAH 390); top ics of the course may in clude the re la tion -
ship be tween lan guage and cul ture, is sues re gard ing lan guage
and pol i tics (for ex am ple, na tional lan guages ver sus mi nor ity lan -
guages), lan guage acquisition, and theories of interpretation and
translation.

The first level of the col lege ma jor is a set of four in tro duc tory
core courses typ i cally taken dur ing the first year. These courses
(RCAH 111, 112, and 202) com bine small group dis cus sion and
larger classes so that stu dents be come ac quainted with as many
of their class mates as pos si ble. This com mon ex pe ri ence cre ates 
a com mu nity of teach ers and learn ers with a shared un der stand -
ing of the many cul tures that de fine our global ex pe ri ence and the
transcultural world in which we live.

The sec ond level of re quired courses, be gin ning with the pro-
sem i nar (RCAH 192) and con cen trated in the sec ond year
(RCAH 203, 291, 292A, 292B or 292C), pro vides more in ti mate
tu to ri als, civic en gage ment ex pe ri ences, and cre ative pro jects. It
is here that stu dents can ex plore their own pas sion ate in ter ests in
the arts and hu man i ties through mak ing, do ing, and col lab o rat ing
with oth ers to ex plore com pet ing un der stand ings of the com mon
good. The RCAH works closely with com mu nity or ga ni za tions to
cre ate in tern ship op por tu ni ties for which stu dents can re ceive ac -
a demic credit (RCAH 392).

The third level – the Elec tive Path ways (RCAH 310, 320, 330,
and 340) – al lows stu dents to spe cial ize and ex tend their field of
study be yond the bound aries of the col lege. It be gins with the
world we have in her ited – its cul tures, eth i cal per spec tives, and
rich lit er a tures – and then opens along paths that ex tend the ma -
jor and deepen stu dent un der stand ing. The Third Year Tu to rial
(RCAH 380) con tin ues to build upon a stu dent's un der stand ing of
re search and ex plo ra tion of cul ture and global ex pe ri ence
gleaned from the first and sec ond year courses.

Fi nally, the fourth level – the Cap stone Ex pe ri ence – pro vides
stu dents with an op por tu nity to do more ad vanced work through a
se nior the sis (RCAH 491) or a se nior sem i nar (RCAH 492). It is at
this level that stu dents bring their ca reer goals into clearer fo cus
and pre pare them selves for the chal leng ing work that lies ahead.

Dur ing the four-year pro gram, stu dents will en gage with a
range of au thors, art ists, and think ers, through the re quired Col -
lege Col lo quium ses sions. All stu dents will at tend 12 ses sions in
or der to grad u ate, with at ten dance at 6 ses sions re quired in the
first year. These ses sions will en gage stu dents and fac ulty with
art ists, au thors, think ers, and re cent RCAH grad u ates across a
di ver sity of dis ci plines in or der to in spire them with ca reer pos si bil -
i ties in the arts and humanities.

The col lege fac ulty is drawn from a wide range of dis ci plines, in -
clud ing lit er a ture, art and art his tory, theatre, phi los o phy, world
his tory, mu sic, rhet o ric and com po si tion, an thro pol ogy, ed u ca -
tion, and the study of lan guages and cul ture. They have a wide
range of re search in ter ests and view en gaged learn ing in the
broad est sense – from work shop im mer sion ex pe ri ences to civic
ac tiv ism in lo cal com mu ni ties to study abroad – as a hall mark of
good ed u ca tion for teachers as well as students.

The to tal en roll ment for the col lege is cur rently pro jected to be
450-600 stu dents. Typ i cally, stu dents live in the Snyder-Phillips
res i dence com plex for their first two years. Stu dents ad mit ted to
Mich i gan State Uni ver sity are also ad mit ted to the Res i den tial
Col lege in the Arts and Hu man i ties. Be cause en roll ments in the

col lege are lim ited, pro spec tive first-year and trans fer stu dents
should no tify the Mich i gan State Uni ver sity Of fice of Ad mis sions
as early as pos si ble of their de sire to en roll in the col lege.

In addition to meeting the requirements of the university,
students must meet the requirements specified below.

Re quire ments for the Bach e lor of Arts De gree in the
Arts and Hu man i ties
1. The Uni ver sity re quire ments for bach e lor’s de grees as de scribed in the Un der grad u -

ate Ed u ca tion sec tion of this cat a log; 120 cred its, in clud ing gen eral elec tive cred its,
are re quired for the Bach e lor of Arts de gree in the Arts and Humanities.

The com ple tion of  RCAH 111 and 112 ref er enced in item 2. a. be low sat is fies the
Uni ver sity’s Tier I writ ing re quire ment.

The University’s Tier II writing requirement for the Arts and Hu man i ties major is met
by completing RCAH 491 or 492. That course is referenced in item 2. h. below.

The completion of RCAH 202 and 203 referenced in item 2. a. below satisfies the
University’s Integrative Studies in the Arts and Humanities requirement.

The com ple tion of at least 30 cred its in courses at the 300-level or above, which may
in clude courses from items 2.d., 2. e., and 2.f. be low.

2. The fol low ing re quire ments:
CRED ITS

a. All of the fol low ing core courses (26 cred its): 
RCAH 111 Writ ing in Transcultural Con texts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
RCAH 112 Writ ing, Re search and Tech nol o gies . . . . . . . . . . . 3
RCAH 192 Proseminar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
RCAH 202 The Pres ence of the Past . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
RCAH 203 Transcultural Re la tions through the Ages . . . . . . . . 4
RCAH 291 Cre ative Work shops . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
RCAH 292A En gage ment Proseminar (D) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
RCAH 380 Third Year Tu to rial (D) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Cred its used to ful fill this re quire ment can not be used to ful fill re quire ment
c. be low.

b. Com plete 4 cred its from the fol low ing (4 cred its):
RCAH 292B En gage ment and Re flec tion (D) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 to 4
RCAH 292C In de pend ent En gage ment (D). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 to 4
Cred its used to ful fill this re quire ment can not be used to ful fill re quire ment
c. be low.

c. Com plete 4 cred its from any com bi na tion of the fol low ing courses:
RCAH 291 Cre ative Work shops . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 to 4
RCAH 292B En gage ment and Re flec tion (D) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 to 4
RCAH 292C In de pend ent En gage ment (D). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 to 4
Cred its used to ful fill this re quire ment may not be used to ful fill
re quire ments a. or b. above.

d. Two of the fol low ing courses (6 cred its):
RCAH 310 Top ics in Child hood and So ci ety (D). . . . . . . . . . . . 3
RCAH 320 Top ics in Art and Pub lic Life (D) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
RCAH 330 Top ics in Na ture and Cul ture (D) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
RCAH 340 Top ics in Tech nol ogy and Cre ativ ity (D) . . . . . . . . . 3
RCAH 395 Spe cial Top ics in the Arts and Hu man i ties . . . . . . . 3

e. Five elec tive courses to tal ing 15 to 20 cred its taken out side of the 
Res i den tial College in the Arts and Humanities chosen in
consultation with the student’s academic ad vi sor. At least 8 of
these cred its must be at the 300-level or above.

f. Dem on strate pro fi ciency in a world lan guage or Amer i can Sign
Lan guage by com plet ing one of the fol low ing two op tions:
(1) pass the lan guage pro fi ciency test, or
(2) com plete the equiv a lent lan guage course work through the

202-level and at least one 300-level course. A study abroad
or study away ex pe ri ence can sub sti tute for one or more of
these courses with ap proval of the Di rec tor of Stu dent Af fairs 
and the Co or di na tor of Lan guage Pro fi ciency in con sul ta tion
with the leader of the stu dent's study abroad or study away
pro gram.

g. The fol low ing course (4 cred its):
RCAH 390 Im mer sions in Lan guage and Cul ture (D) . . . . . . . . 4

h. One of the fol low ing cap stone courses (4 cred its):
RCAH 491 Se nior The sis (W) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
RCAH 492 Se nior Sem i nar (W). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

i. Stu dents must at tend 12 sep a rate ses sions of the Col lege Col lo quium, with 6 of
those ses sions oc cur ring in the first year of the stu dent’s ma jor within the Res i -
den tial Col lege in  the Arts and Humanities.
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